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[bookmark: _Toc149903536][bookmark: _Toc158817280][bookmark: _Toc189735277]Message from the Minister for Veterans
Educating the future generations on Australia’s wartime history and honouring the sacrifice of those who came before us is an important part of the work that we do. 
This year, we commemorate the 110th anniversary of the ANZAC landings at Gallipoli, Türkiye a defining moment in our nation's history that forged an enduring bond between Australia and Türkiye. For over a century, both nations have come together in remembrance, turning a story of conflict into one of deep respect and mutual understanding.
It is with great pride that I announce the launch of the 20th Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize. Over the past two decades, we have received over 4,000 applications, with more than 500 students awarded the opportunity to travel to significant wartime destinations.
This annual prize is open to students in years 9 to 12 and it aims to inspire a deeper understanding of the Anzac spirit in young Victorians. Twelve students will embark on a fully funded study tour to Türkiye, where they will walk in the footsteps of those who served, visiting historic war memorials and heritage sites that shaped our nation's identity. 
We’re also seeking three teachers to accompany the group on their study tour to Türkiye. I encourage you to seize this incredible opportunity. Immerse yourself in the Anzac legacy, uncover the untold stories of our wartime and peacekeeping history, and help carry forward the memory of our veterans for generations to come.
Together, let’s honour their sacrifice and keep their legacy alive.
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Hon. Natalie Suleyman MP
Minister for Veterans
Contents
Message from the Minister for Veterans	3
About the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize	5
About the study tour	6
About the teacher chaperone role	7
Study tours and professional development	7
Teacher chaperone roles and responsibilities	8
How to apply	9
Key dates and timelines	9
Eligibility criteria	10
Application requirements	11
Application questions (up to 90 points)	11
Teacher biography (up to 10 points)	12
How we assess applications	13
How we notify you about your application	13
More information or help	14
Contact us	14
Subscribe to our updates	14
[bookmark: _Toc158817282][bookmark: _Toc189735278]
About the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize
[bookmark: _Toc104387447]Thank you for your interest in the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize.
The Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize is an annual competition open to students enrolled in Years 9 to 12. The competition offers Victorian students the opportunity to:
explore Australia’s wartime and peacekeeping history
join a fully funded overseas study tour to significant war heritage sites
connect with veterans and the ex-service community
understand and remember the contribution of Victorian service people.
[bookmark: _Hlk155782886]The 2025 student competition is open between 3 March and 28 April 2025.
An assessment panel will select 12 students to join a funded overseas study tour in 2025. We expect the 2025 study tour to take place during the Victorian September school holidays. All dates are indicative and subject to change.
Secondary teachers can apply for the volunteer role of teacher chaperone to supervise students on the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize overseas study tour in 2025.
We are accepting applications from teachers between 3 and 31 March 2025.
The Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, Office for Veterans runs the prize.
The Premier's Spirit of Anzac Prize began in 2005. To date, over 4,000 applications have been received and more than 500 students have been awarded the Prize. Prize recipients and teachers have joined study tours exploring significant military and historical sites in:
Europe
Southeast Asia
Australia.
For more information visit:
Premier's Spirit of Anzac Prize https://www.vic.gov.au/soap, or
contact us.
[bookmark: _Toc158817283]

[bookmark: _Toc189735279]About the study tour
The Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize 2025 is awarded to 12 students.
These students will receive a fully funded 11-day overseas study tour, which includes:
accommodation
transport
insurance
activities
meals.
The Department of Families, Fairness and Housing covers all costs for all tour participants.
We expect that the 2025 overseas study tour will take place during the Victorian September school holidays. All dates are indicative and subject to change.
Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize study tours aim to connect young Victorians with the legend and spirit of Anzac, which symbolises the courage and sacrifice of Australian service people.
[bookmark: _Toc158817284]

[bookmark: _Toc189735280]About the teacher chaperone role
Secondary teachers can apply for the volunteer teacher chaperone role, supervising students on the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize overseas study tour in 2025.
The department will select 3 teacher chaperones to take part in the study tour.
Teacher chaperones will receive a fully funded 11-day overseas study tour, which includes:
accommodation
transport
insurance
activities
meals.
The Department of Families, Fairness and Housing covers all costs.
We also select standby teacher chaperones. They will remain on call to join the study tour at any time, including while the study tour is overseas.
We encourage all eligible teachers to apply.
Note: To be selected, you do not need to be accompanying a student from your own school on the study tour.
If selected, you will be:
an ambassador for the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize
expected to share your experience with your school and broader community.
[bookmark: _Toc189735281]Study tours and professional development
Study tour experiences:
can broaden your personal outlook
are a valuable professional development opportunity.
Being a teacher chaperone can:
deepen your understanding of Australian and world history
learn from experts, when visiting sites of historical and cultural significance
travel with a diverse group of people
form meaningful connections
gaining new perspectives
reflect on values of:
courage
sacrifice
mateship
build collaboration and leadership skills
gain understandings and memories that will last a lifetime
immerse yourself in another country’s rich culture and history.
[bookmark: _Toc158817285][bookmark: _Toc189735282]Teacher chaperone roles and responsibilities
Teacher chaperones supervise and support student participants during the study tour.
Teacher chaperone roles and responsibilities include:
supervising student participants throughout the tour, including overnight
being aware of the location of student participants at all times
managing pastoral care for student participants, including:
meeting their needs
encouraging appropriate relationships
encouraging positive group dynamics
managing any behavioural issues
applying an inclusive approach to ensure all student participants are valued and supported to fully:
take part
learn
develop
succeed
recognising the diverse backgrounds, needs and circumstances of student participants
helping to ensure the safety and wellbeing of student participants, for example:
acting as nominated first aider when required
working collaboratively with the tour manager in the event of any:
health
behavioural
or other incident affecting the study tour
understanding the study tour Risk Register and following the emergency management plans
supporting the tour manager, the local tour providers and the department to deliver a study tour for students that is:
safe
supported
educational
fun
if successful to follow the Teacher Chaperone Code of Conduct 
[bookmark: _Toc158817286][bookmark: _Toc147758079][bookmark: _Toc149903542]

[bookmark: _Toc189735283]How to apply
You must submit your application online via the Grants Gateway portal.
To complete the application form, register or login to the Grants Gateway https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au.
To submit your application, you need to:
answer questions
provide a short biography.

Please contact us if you’re having problems:
accessing the Grants Gateway Portal
uploading your application documents.
We will work with you to resolve any technical issues before the application closing date and time.
Email the Office for Veterans via the Spirit of Anzac Prize inbox soap@dffh.vic.gov.au.

[bookmark: _Toc158817287][bookmark: _Toc189735284]Key dates and timelines
Important information about the process of applying to be a teacher chaperone
	Applications open
	Submit application
	Applications close

	10:00 am 3 March 2025
	3 March  – 31 March 2025
	5:00 pm 31 March 2025

	Read the competition guidelines, available at Premier's Spirit of Anzac Prize. https://www.vic.gov.au/spirit-anzac-prize-teacher-competition
Contact us if you have any questions.
Email Spirit of Anzac Prize soap@dffh.vic.gov.au.
Start early to allow enough time to submit your application.
	To complete an application, register or login to the online Grants Gateway https://grantsgateway.dffh.vic.gov.au.
You can save your application as a draft. Write down your login details so you can resume your application.
Make sure the required form is completed, signed and attached to your application:
Teacher Chaperone School Endorsement Form. https://www.vic.gov.au/spirit-anzac-prize-teacher-competition 
Submit the application by the due date and time.
You receive acknowledgement of your submission via email.
Note the application number for reference when contacting us about your application.
	Late or incomplete applications are not considered.
Applications are assessed within 1 month of the closing date.
Shortlisted applicants are invited to attend a 30-minute interview via Microsoft Teams.
We notify you about the outcome of your application.


[bookmark: _Toc104387454][bookmark: _Toc158817288][bookmark: _Toc189735285][bookmark: _Toc104387455]Eligibility criteria
Secondary teachers can apply who:
are currently registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT)
have approval from their principal or principal delegate on:
time release for the duration of the study tour
any associated in-school-time activities
are available to attend online briefings via Microsoft Teams
are available to attend in person 3 events in Melbourne during school hours, including:
an award presentation (2 to 3 hours) for successful students
a pre-tour travel, safety and cultural briefing (half-day)
after the study tour – a feedback session (2 to 3 hours)
have:
an Australian or alternative international passport valid for 6 months at travel time
if not, you must agree to obtain an Australian or alternative passport within the required timeframe
You must attach the completed and signed Teacher Chaperone School Endorsement Form to your application.
The Victorian Government embraces diversity and encourages applications from:
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
people living with disability
LGBTIQA+ people
people from culturally diverse backgrounds.
[bookmark: _Toc158817289]

[bookmark: _Toc189735286]Application requirements
To submit your application, you need to:
answer questions
provide a short biography.
[bookmark: _Toc157512984][bookmark: _Toc158817290][bookmark: _Toc189735287]Application questions (up to 90 points)
Your application will include responses to the following questions:
Why are you interested in volunteering as a teacher chaperone on the Premier's Spirit of Anzac Prize overseas study tour in 2025?
In your response, please consider the following questions:
Do you have a passion for history and supporting student learning on Australia’s wartime and peacekeeping history?
Do you personally relate to the Spirit of Anzac? Are you connected with veterans in your family or community? 
What values would you bring to the role of teacher chaperone? How would these contribute to the success of the study tour?
What would it mean for you to be selected as a teacher chaperone for the study tour? What do you think you would gain or learn from this experience?
What skills and experience would you bring to the role of teacher chaperone? How would you help to deliver a study tour for students that is:
safe
supported
educational
fun?
In your response, please consider the following questions:
Do you have experience supervising similar student activities? For example:
study tours
exchange programs
camps
excursions.
Can you tell us how you resolved a challenging situation in an out-of-school environment?
What strategies would you use to encourage active student engagement and learning during the study tour?
How would you support student wellbeing and participation on the study tour?
In your response, consider the following questions:
[bookmark: _Submission_requirements][bookmark: _2._Personal_statement][bookmark: _Toc157512985][bookmark: _Toc158817291]What is your experience in supporting the diverse needs of students?
How would you assist a student who is dealing with:
homesickness
psychological distress
physical illness?
What steps would you take to ensure that all students take part in and benefit from the study tour?
[bookmark: _Toc189735288]Teacher biography (up to 10 points)
We require a short biography of between 100 to 200 words.
Note: If we select you for the role of teacher chaperone, we will include your biography in the information provided to study tour participants.
[bookmark: _Toc158814877][bookmark: _Toc158817292][bookmark: _Hlk158815718]

[bookmark: _Toc189735289]How we assess applications
We do an initial check to ensure that:
your application is eligible
the Teacher Chaperone School Endorsement Form is complete and attached.
We will then assess your application against the following criteria.
[bookmark: _Hlk158816835]Assessment criteria
	Criterion 
	Description
	Score

	Criterion 1: Motivation (30%)
	The response outlines why the applicant is interested in volunteering as a teacher chaperone on the Premier's Spirit of Anzac Prize overseas study tour in 2025.
	Score out of 30
Applicant has demonstrated:
to a strong extent 25+
to a reasonable extent 18–24
to a moderate extent 10–17
to a basic extent 2–9.

	Criterion 2: Skills and experience (30%)

	The response outlines the applicant’s skills, experience and capacity to help deliver a study tour for students that is:
safe
supported
educational
fun.
	Score out of 30
Applicant has demonstrated: 
to a strong extent 25+
to a reasonable extent 18–24
to a moderate extent 10–17
to a basic extent 2 –9.

	Criterion 3: Wellbeing and participation (30%)

	The response outlines strategies to support student:
diversity
wellbeing
participation.
	Score out of 30
Applicant has demonstrated: 
to a strong extent 25+
to a reasonable extent 18–24
to a moderate extent 10–17
to a basic extent 2–9.

	Criterion 4: Teacher biography (10%)
	A short biography of between 100 and 200 words is included.
	Score out of 10
Applicant has demonstrated:
to a strong extend 8+
to a reasonable extent 6–7
to a moderate extent 4–5
to a basic extent 2–3.


[bookmark: _Toc95991211][bookmark: _Toc147758089][bookmark: _Toc149903552][bookmark: _Toc158817293][bookmark: _Hlk158816732]


[bookmark: _Toc189735290]How we notify you about your application
We invite shortlisted applicants to attend a 30-minute interview via Microsoft Teams.
All applicants receive written notification of the outcome of their application.
If you are successful, we tell you about the next steps for taking part in the study tour.
[bookmark: _Toc95991218][bookmark: _Toc147758098][bookmark: _Toc149903564][bookmark: _Toc158817294][bookmark: _Toc189735291]More information or help
Contact us to:
learn more about the competition
for help with your application.
[bookmark: _Contact_us][bookmark: _Toc147758099][bookmark: _Toc149903565][bookmark: _Toc158817295][bookmark: _Toc189735292]Contact us
Email Spirit of Anzac Prize soap@dffh.vic.gov.au. You can provide a phone number and the best time for us to return your call (during business hours).
If you need an interpreter:
Email Spirit of Anzac Prize soap@dffh.vic.gov.au to request a call back, advising us of your preferred language.
If you are deaf, hearing impaired or speech impaired:
Visit National Relay Service (https://www.accesshub.gov.au/about-the-nrs) to choose your preferred access point or call the NRS Helpdesk 1800 555 660.
Email Spirit of Anzac Prize soap@dffh.vic.gov.au to request a call back and tell us the National Relay Service you would like us to use to contact you.
[bookmark: _Toc189735293][bookmark: _Toc147758101][bookmark: _Toc149903567]Subscribe to our updates
Keep up to date with the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize, subscribe to the email update https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/B918D1EA3CFD2558
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