Victorian Parliamentary Apo]og 1y

Thursda}_' 25 October 2012
This Parliament expresses our formaf and sincere apology to the mothers, fathers, sons and
daughters who were prgfound{v harmed b)z past adoption practices inVictoria.

We acknowledge that many thousands of Victorian babies were taken from their mothers, without
jrgformea' consent, and that this loss caused immense grjgﬁ

We express our sincere sorrow and regret for the health and wegﬁ:re policies that condoned the
practice of forced separations.

These were misguided, unwarranted, and they caused immeasurable pain.

To the mothers and fathers who were denied the opportunity to love and care for your children,
and for the pain and trauma you experienced, we are deeply sorry.

To the sons and daughters for whom adoption meant continual anxiety, uncertainty and the
deprivation of a natural family connection — we offer our sincere apology.

Edﬂj, with all Members of the Parliament of Victoria gathered in this House, we acknowledge the
devastating and ongoing impacts of these practices of the past.

To all those harmed we gﬁér our hearg%f t sympath 1y and apo]ogise unreservedly.

We undertake to never forget what happened and to never repeat these practices.

Daniel Andrews MLA % Barber MLC
Leader of the Opposition

L'eader of the Victorian Greens




